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PUBLIC ATTENTION 
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B. STATE 200382 
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D. LOME 1789 

1. SUMMARY: TODAY'S "TOGO-PRESSE'' EDITORIAL CALLS FOR INDIVISIBLE 
NATIONAL UNITY. IT CITES STUDENT AND REGIONAL SUPPORT FOR EYADEMA 
AS HAVING "GREAT POLITICAL IMPORT" BECAUSE IT IS "SIGNIFICANT 
FOR MORE THAN ONE REASON." STUDENTS IN ALL REGIONS OF COUNTRY 
NOW HAVE PLEDGED SUPPORT TO EYADEMA. ACCORDING TO PRESS. AND 
THERE IS INCREASING EMPHASIS ON CENSURE OF EVIL AND REACTIONARY 
"CITIZENS." EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE ARREST OF MILITARY 
OFFICERS BEING TURNED INTO OPPORTUNITY FOR EYADEMA TO STRENGTHEN 
SOLE PARTY (RPT) AND IMPRESS TOGOLESE PEOPLE ONCE AGAIN AS GREAT 
NATION BUILDER. "COUP" RUMORS SEEM TO BE DYING OUT.AND IT IS 
REASONABLE NOW TO QUESTION WHETHER EYADEMA TRULY FEARED, AS 
REGARDS COMLAN, THAT USG INVOLVED IN "COUP PLOT" OR HE WAS 
SEEKING JUSTIFY ACTION AGAINST COMLAN AS "SECURITY RISK" BE- 
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CAUSE OF ALLEGED AFFAIR WITH AMERICAN EMBASSY SECRETARY SOME 
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TIME IN PAST. END SUMMARY. 

2. TODAY S EDITORIAL IN "TOGO-PRESSE" (ONLY TWO EDITORIALS, ONE 
PURELY POLITICAL, HAVE APPEARED SINCE MILITARY OFFICERS ARRESTED 
TWO WEEKS AGO) IS ENTITLED "UNION WITHOUT FISSURE." EDITORIAL 
CITES ANEHO DELEGATION’S VISIT TO EYADEMA IN PYA AND SAVANNAH 
REGION STUDENTS' MOTION OF SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT LAST WEEK 

(REF C), STATING "THESE TWO ACTIONS OF GREAT POLITICAL IMPORT 
RETAIN OUR ATTENTION THIS WEEK BECAUSE THEY ARE SIGNIFICANT 
FOR MORE THAN ONE REASON." IN CONTEXT OF EYADEMA'S STRUGGLE 
AGAINST "IMPERIALISM AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT" OVER PAST NINE YEARS, 
EDITORIAL REMINDS READERS THAT PRESIDENT'S AIMS REQUIRE CONSOLI- 
DATION OF ALL NATIONAL FORCES AND COMMON WILL TO 
"UNMASK LOCAL LACKEYS OF IMPERIALISM." IT CALLS FOR END TO 
TRIBALISM, FROM WHICH TOGO'S ENEMIES OFTEN PROFIT AND QUOTES 
EYADEMA'S REMARKS TO ANEHO DELEGATION AS FOLLOWS: "IT IS NECESSARY 
THAT ALL TOGOLESE FEEL HAPPY WHEREVER THEY ARE IN TOGO. DISPARITIES 
BETWEEN OUR REGIONS MUST DISAPPEAR AND NATIONAL UNITY MUST BE 
CONCRETE." EDITORIAL ENDS ON NOTE THAT EMERGENCE OF YOUNG NATION 
LIKE TOGO DEPENDS UPON DYNAMISM AND UNSELFISHNESS OF EACH 
CITIZEN, WHICH MEANS TTTAL ABANDONMENT OF FRENETIC PROFITEERING, 
UNSCRUPULOUS AMBITION AND OUTMODED ATTITUDES. 

3. FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF SAVANNAH AREA STUDENTS' RESOLU- 
TION OF SUPPORT FOR EYADEMA (REF C), STUDENTS FROM ALL OTHER 
REGIONS OF TOGO, FORMULATED DECLARATIONS OVER WEEKEND. "TOGO- 
PRESSE" ACCOUNT TODAY SHOWS THESE FOLLOWED SOME PATTERN, BUT 
FOCUSED EMPHASIS UPON INTERNAL ELEMENTS AS CAUSE OF STUDENT UN- 
REST. NEW DECLARATIONS DISAPPROVED OF "EVIL AND RETROGRESSIVE 
ACTIVITIES OF CERTAIN CITIZENS WHO WISH TO USE STUDENT YOUTH 

TO CHALLENGE PRESENT REGIME." THEY CONDEMN BOTH "TENDENTIOUS 
USE OF STUDENT GRIEVANCES BY CERTAIN REACTIONARY AND ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT PERSONS TO SATISFY THEIR PERNICIOUS AIMS," AS WELL AS 
"IMMORDERATE MEANS USED BY CERTAIN STUDENTS TO PROMOTE THEIR 
OWN POINT OF VIEW." (REF D). ONLY BRIEF MENTION MADE OF "IMPER- 
IALISM/IST" AND "NEO-COLONIALISTS." STUDENTS CONCLUDE OPTIMISTI- 
CALLY WITH CALL FOR FRANK AND HONEST DIALOGUE BETWEEN STUDENTS 
AND GOVERNNENT AND REAFFIRM THEIR SUPPORT FOR EYADEMA AND HIS 
POLICY OF DIALOGUE. 
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4. "COUP” RUMORS SEEM TO BE DYING OUT, AND EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS 
POPULAR ATTITUDES TOWARD THEM RANGE FROM INDIFFERENCE TO DISGUST 
AND INCREDULITY. 

5. COMMENT: A) WE HAVE SENSED FOR PAST FEW DAYS THAT EYADEMA NOW 
TURNING ARREST OF MILITARY OFFICERS INTO OPPORUNITY FOR FURTHER 
SHOW OF POLITICAL CONSOLIDATITN, I.E. STUDENT AND REGIONAL SUPPORT. 
(TOGO'S SOLE POLITICAL PARTY (RPT) BEING STRENGTHENED BY ADDI- 
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TION OF STUDENTS, AND EYADEMA IS AGAIN MASTER NATION BUILDER.) 

OF ALL MILITARY OFFICERS ARRESTED, COMLAN ALONE PROBABLY HAS 
BACKGROUND AND ATTITUDE TO INSTILL SUSPICION, AND EVEN FEAR OF 
HIS INTENTIONS, IN EYADEMA. NOW, IT SEEMS EVEN COMLAN INDIRECTLY 
IS BEING BRANDED SIMPLY AS REACTIONARY CITIZEN WHOM NEFARIOUS 
DEEDS AMONG WAYWARD STUDENTS ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH SPIRIT OF 
EYADEMA'S PRECEPTS IN "NEW TOGO." "COUP" RUMORS SEEM TO BE DYING 
OUT, AND IT IS REASONABLE NOW TO QUESTION WHETHER EYADEMA AT 
OUTSET TRULY FEARED THAT USG WAS INVOLVED IN 
"COUP PLOT" OR WAS SEEKING TO JUSTIFY PREEMPTIVE ACTION ARAINST 
COMLAN, AND TO DISCREDIT HIM, ON BASIS COMLAN’S ALLEGED PAST 
AFFAIR WITH AMERICAN EMBASSY SECRETARY POSED THREAT TO TOGO'S 
SECURITY. 

B) WE BELIEVE EMBASSY'S CALM ALOOFNESS IS IMPORTANT FACTOR IN 
DECLINE OF RUMORMONGERING. IN THIS CONNECTION, I APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT S UNDERSTANDING SUPPORT IN THE COURSE WE HAVE STEERED 
HERE. I SHALL INDEED FIND APPROPRIATE OCCASION TO BRING TO 
ATTENTION OF HIGH LEVELS IN GOT DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON COUP 
ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING USG. 

RAWLS 
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